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Leighton, Adele

From: Leighton, Adele

Sent:  Tuesday, September 22, 2009 4:18 PM
To: legals@unionleader.com’

Subject: For Publication

September 22, 2009

The Union Leader Corporation

Classified Ad Department

P.O. Box 9555

Manchester, New Hampshire 03108-9555

Re: For Publication

Please publish the attached Order in the next issue of the The Union Leader. I’ve attached two formats.
Send an affidavit Debra Howland, Executive Director, New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission, 21
South Fruit Street, Suite 10, Concord, New Hampshire 03301, and the tear sheet and the payment
invoice to: Debbie Gilman, Business Office, at the same address. Please acknowledge receipt of this
email to the sender. Thank you.

/s/Adele E. Leighton
Assistant to the Executive Director

Attachment

cc: Business Office
DE 09-135

Adele Leighton

Case Coordinator

New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission
21 Bouth Fruit Str

Concord
5 271
FAX: 608

9/22/2009



STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

DE 99-135
STATE-WIDE LOW INCOME ELECTRIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
2049-2010 Program Budgets

Ovrder Nisi Approving 2009-2010 Program Budgets

5

ORDER N@O. 2501
September 22, 2009
L BACKGROUND
The purpose of this docket is 1o review the budgets related to the st tatewide Jow meome
clectric assistance program (FEAPY. See, e.g., Stufewide Low-Tncome Eleciric Assisiance
Prowean. Order Noo 23980 (May 30, 2002, Statevwide Lov-Income Electric Assistance
Progren. Order No. 24,903 (Sept. 30, 2008). The EAP is operated by Granite Stale Electrie
Company d/b/a National Grid (GSEC), New Hampshire Electric Cooperative, Inc. (NHEC),

o

Public Service Company of New Hampshive (PSNH). and Unitil Energy Systems, Inc. (L

&

(ogether, the Utilitesy in conjunction with the Community Action Agencies (CAAs), the Office

P

nu (OEP) and the New Hampshire Public Utifities Commission Staff

(Stally, Between July 28 and August 3. 2009, the Utilities, CAAs, and OEP submitted | their

cetimated on-coimg administrative costs 1o provide services associated wi ith the EAP for the

vinning October 1, 2009, and ending September 30, 2010, On September 10,

Pl R ﬁww

2000, Stad ed a memorandum recommending approval of the proposed budgets.
Phe budgets submitied by the Utilities identily the incremental costs projected for the
admiinisiration of the BAP. The hudgets show cach utility’s ongoing administrative costs

eparately from the wility’s allocation of the CAAs ongoing administrative costs. Utihity



costs related 1o brochures and posters, as well as some employee expenses).

or cach stlity, the bulk of the meremental costs are the CTAAS™ ongoing admimistrative
coats. paid for through contracts befween each utility and the CAAs and recov ered from the BAP
Fund by the Uiilities. The proposed budgets for 2009-2010 are as follows:

P CAA Administrative Total

Uity and OF

Costs
PN 5 § 1.238.393.00 1,292.0935.00
NHEA . mmm ) 14913400 , 152,654.00
NGt 049 00 kY 109.491.00 b 112.440.00
NI S m:{:){},uu S F69,485.00 § V74.735.00
OFP by 41,317.00 5 - g 41.317.00
FOTAL 5 106,716.00 $ § 1,773.239.00

The budget submitted by OEP includes expenses related (o its tricnnial EAP process
cvaluation, which is to be completed during the 2009-2010 program year. In addition, its budget

includes expenses relating o the EAP advisory board meetings and similar EAP matters. The

foe

CAAS costs, In tur, are related o administration of the EAP. including client outreach and

%

ke, application processing, and monitoring compliance with EAP g guidelines.
Phe BEAP advisory board consists of representatives from PSNH, NHEC, U nitil, National

Grid, New Hampshire Legal Assistance. the Municipal Welfare Directors Association, the
Conmunity Action Agencies, the Office of Consumer Advocate. the Office of Energy and
Planning and Stafll The board meets regularly. and the proposed budget was provided to the
sdvisory board comerdent witl the submission of the budget to the Commission.  As noted in
SiefT e September 16, 2009 memorandum. no objections to the budgets were raised by the

iy

sdvisory board,



H, COMMISBION ANALYSIS

s for the

frts Soptember 16, 2009 recommendation, Staff compared the proposed budg
coming vear with those of the program vear now concluded. The results of that comparison are

set ot below:

Comparison of 2008/2009 and 2009/2010 program years

Total 2008 - 2010

OAA Adrinastralive

2008-2004
Program

Yo
FEMH 1.238,303.00 4.48% & 1,202085.00
NHEC 148,154.00 3.00% § 15285400

112.440.00
17473500
41.317.00
1,773.239.6%

&

109,441.00 1%
168848500 1.86%

- 0.00%
1,666.523.00 4.587%

National Grid

(o)

¥

w1

vee

Asx noted by ST the 2009-2010 budy

gets are about 6.5% higher than those for 2008-

2009, The increase s attributable, in part, to the QEP’s increased costs in completing its
riemnind BAP process review, Additionally. the increase is also caused by the rise in wages and
benefits, inereased program activity between PSNH and the CAAs. and softwuare upgrades

planmed for te 20002010 program vear.

Based upon our analysis of the proposed 2009-2010 budgets in comparison to the budgets
sroposed for the prior period. we find that the proposed budgets are a reasonable projection of

anticipated expenses and we will therefore approve them. OEP’s budget, while higher this yea

Uian i the recent past, is driven by the need Lo complete its review of the EAP and is not an

mdication of general spending increases. Moreover, while the budgets are generally igher. we

Ruee]

do not {ind that they are unreasonable given the general rise in wages and benelits, as well as the



e
mereased program activity of PSNF and the CAAs. Commission Staft will conduct a review of
setuad expenses meurred following the completion of the 2009-2010 program year and report the

he Commission. As noted in Order No. 23,945 (April 5, 2002) we will review

s particular o assure that they are properly allocated and not being recovered n

buase raies as well as through this program,
Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby
ORDERED NISI that the proposed EAP budgets for the 2009-2010 program year (from
Qetobor 1 2009 through Septumber 010y are hereby APPROVED; and it i3
FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission StafT will conduct a review of the EAP’s
actuad meurred expenses following the completion of i’i@é(i@‘%ﬁi’)i(} program vear and report the

sion; and 1115

results buek o the Conmuis
FURTHER ORDERED, that the Executive Director shall cause a copy of this Order

e

Vst he published once i a stutewide newspaper of general circulation | such publication to

BT ATIREEIR R

o fater than October 1, 2009 and to be documented by affidavit filed with this office on or

hefore Octaber 17, 20097 and 1113

FURTHER ORDERED. that all persons nterested in responding to this matter be

at they may subniit their comments or file & writlen request for a hearing that states the

reuson wid busis for o heartng no later than October 10, 2009 {or the Commission’s

consideration: and 1L s
FURTHER ORDERED. that any parly interested in vesponding to such comments or

request for hearing shall do so no fater than October 17, 2009 and it 1s,
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